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Causeway Exchange
1-7 Bedford Street
Belfast

To: Council Chief Executives BT2 7EG

Telephone: (028) 90582 3346
e-mail: anthonycarleton@communities-ni.gov.uk
Our ref:

Date: 12 March 2024

Dear Chief Executive

Council Remote/Hybrid Meetings

My letter of 1 March 2024 refers.

Minister Lyons is committed to giving councils the flexibility to hold meetings by
remote/hybrid means and will be bringing forward regulations, as soon as possible,
using the powers in the Local Government (Meetings and Performance) Act (NI) 2021.
The Minister considers this to be more appropriate than continuing to use powers
under the Coronavirus Act 2020, which was intended as emergency legislation, and
will ensure that councils will have powers for remote/hybrid meetings but based upon

more regularised legislation.

A draft of the proposed regulations has been sent to the Department’s solicitors for
scrutiny. In order to keep the gap in legislative provision for remote meetings to a
minimum, the Department, in parallel with obtaining legal scrutiny of the draft
regulations, is seeking your input. A first draft of the regulations is attached for your

information and comment.

The proposed regulations are very similar to the previous regulations, the Local
Government (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of District Council Meetings) Regulations (NI)
2020.

The Department had previously carried out a public call for evidence on remote
meetings (from December 2021 to February 2022) and the responses indicated
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general support for the arrangements made by the 2020 Regulations and for

permanent provision on remote meetings being made.

Please examine the draft regulations and respond by 26 March 2024 with any

comments you may have.

Yours sincerely

/L&Q/(M.\& CAbol——

Anthony Carleton
Director
Local Government & Housing Regulation



